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"*"*2 For the Right Reverend Father in God, my. very god 
* ©  Lordand Brother, the Lord Biſhop Oded wa 


Right Reverend: and my very good Lord, : 
- T bath pleaſed bis Majeſty. and, the two Houſes of Parliament, ont of 
ther prous care for thy: welfare of this Church and Kingdom, by 
_ waking, and-publiſhing.. the late. Att foihe preventing and ſuppreſ- 
ſing Conventicles, to lay a bopefnl way for the peace and ſettlement 
of the Church, and the Uniformity of Gods Service in the ſame ; It bt 
comes US the Biſhops [ as more panicularly ſenſible of the gord provi- 
dence of God | to endgavonr as much as 31.u4 lies, the promating ſobleſſed 
a work-;, A4pdberefare, having mell,confidered what with be fit for me to. 
do un m7.partucnlar Diaceſh, * to recommend. the ſame Comme 
fot and Method ( which 1 intend, God willing,. to purſue my ſelf) to your 
Lordſhip, «nd the reſt of. wy Brethren the Biſhops of my Province, being 
therewnto encouraged by his Majelties Approbation «»d-expreſs DireQi- 
an- in this affair. | 
" Inthe foſt placetherefore I adviſe and require you, . that you call befors 
you not ouly your Chanceflors, Ar chdeacons, Commiſſares, No rg Rogy= 
flers, and other your Eccleſiaſtical Officers, but that alſo by ſuch means, 
and at ſuch places as you ſhell judge moſt convenient, you. aſſemble before 
you, or ſome grave and diſcreet perſos or. perſons, your Commiſſioner or 
Commiſſioners, the ſeveral Parſont, Vicars and. Curats of your Dioceſs and 


refpeftivgly, as they (hall comg before you or your Commiſſionsrs, the tenure 
of theſemy Letters, requiring them and every of them, as well-in Ming as 
1" your own Nan, that i their ſeutral capgertios and ſtations they all 
performs. their duty- towards God; the King, and the Church, by an ex- 
emplary conformity in their own perſons and prattice;to his Majeſty's Laws, 
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Furiſdiftion,gwithin their ſeutral Deanarits; and that you 1mpart to them. 


a#d'the Rules of the Church in«his behalf. | 
'1 adviſe that you admoniſh and recommend to all and every of th 
Parſons, Vitars and Cnrates nntbin yuu — and Furiſdiftion, ftrift 
neſs and ſobriety of life and converſation, checking and. puniſhing ſuch 
tndinſgreſfy, and  enconraging ſneb as Irve orderly; that ſo they by thes 
vertnous and religion deportment 
living to.the prople;wpder their charge. And vext,. thatiyon require 0 
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thews, #s wit #»ſwer the contrary, that in their own perſon: in thee 
Chirrcher, they to decemly and folewnly perform the Divine Service, by 
reading the Prayers of the Church, « they are appointed and ordered in 
and by the Book, of Common: Prayer, without addition ta or diminiſhing 7 

om the ſame, or varying either in ſubſtance-or ceremony from the order 
& method which by the ſard Book is ſet down ; wherein I bear and am afraid 
of | too many de offend ; Aud that 6 the cre of ſuch their officiating they ever 
by | wake uſe of and wear ther Prieſtly Habit, the Surplice and Hood, that 
ſ- | ſo by their due and reverend performance of ſo Holy a Worſhip they may 
ut gbue hononr to God, and by their own Example rnſtrutt the people of their 
ft | Pariſhes what they ought to teach them 1n they Deltrine, 
Tn Having thus counſeled the Eccleſiaſtical Jud ger and Officers 5 the Clere Par. z, 
ed. | wie of your Dizceſs in their own particular duties, your Lordſhip is further 
to-| deſired to recommend unto them the care of the people under their —_— | 
ne | Furiſdiftions and Charges, that in their ſeveral places they do their beff | 
ur | to perſwade and win all Noncowformiſts and Diſſenters to obedience to his | 
ng | HMajeſties Laws, and unity with the Church ; and ſuch as ſhall be refr abt tn | 
ti- | 77, to endeavony to reduce by the Cenſures of the Church, or ſuch other good 
means 4 ſhall be moſt condacing therennto: to which end 1 adviſe, that all 
ors | and every of the ſaid Eccleſiaſtical Judges and Officers, and every of the 
Tik Clergie of your Dioceſs, and the Churc wardens of every Pariſh, by their 
ms, | reſpettive Miniſters, be deſired in their reſpett;ve ſtations and places, that 
fore | they take notice of all Nonconformiſts, Holders, Frequenters, Maintainers, 
y or Abiters of Conventicles and unlawful Aſſemblies, under pretence of Re. | 
and | ligious Worſhip, eſpecially of the Preachers and Teachers in them, and of the | 
bem places whereiv the ſame are held, ever keiping « more watchful eye over | 


ure | the Cities and greater Towns, . from whence the miſchief is for the moSt 
| 44 | pert derived unto the leſſer Villages and Hamlets : and whereſorver they 
| all] find ſuch wilfall Offenders, that then with A Hearty AﬀeRion #0 the 
ex-| Worſhip of God, the Honour of the King and bis Laws, and the Peace of 
1854) the Church and I” T bey do addreſs themſelves to the Civil Man 
/ | giſtrate, Fuſtices and others concerned, umploring ther help and aſſiſtance 
"the| for preventing 4nd ſuppreſſing of the ſame, according to the late [a;d Alt 
ritt-| ;n that bebalf made and ſet forth. tt ft | 
chad And becauſe there may be within the linuts of your Dioceſs ſome p4.. Par. 4 
them culiar or exempt Furiſdiftions, brlouging rither to your Dean, Dean aud 
good Chapter, Archdeacons, or to ſome Eccleſiaſtical or ather perſons: I dg 
therefore deſire that by ſuch waye: and netans as your Lordſhip ſhall cone 
cerve moft proper, you do communicate this my Letter unto them, deli. 
prring. nts every of thew Copies of the ſame for their better Inſtrutt;e. 
| A 2 Lc, 
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on ; and that you require them in My Name, that within their ſeves. 
ral Fariſdifttions they alſo purſme the Advices and  Direttions before ſet 
down, as if the ſame had bren. given 'by 4 particular Letter wnto then 
wnder my own hand. | | . 

Laſily ; That for the better diveftion to all thoſe who ſhall by- concerned 
in the Advices given by this Letter, I adviſe you will give ont amongit 
the Eccleſiaſtical Officers and your Clergie, as manyCopues of the ſame as 
your Lordſhip ſhall think; conducible to he end for which it is deſigned, 

And now, my Lord, what the ſucceſs will be we muſt leave to God Als 


| 


mighty ; yet (my Lord) I bave this confidence nnder God, T hat if we do our | 


pars now at firſt ſeriouſly, by Gods help, and the afliſtance of the Civil 
Power, | conſidering the abundant care and proviſion the «Att contains for 
Our Advantage] We ſhall within a few monthes ſee ſo great an alte« 
ration inthe deſtrattions of theſe times, 4s that the (educed People res 
turning from their (editious andſelf-ſecking Teachers, tothe Unity of 
the Church, and Uniformity of God's Worſhip, it will he to the Glory of 
God, the welfare of the Church, the praiſe of bus CMajeſty and Govern. 
went, the happineſs of the-whole Kingdom. And ſo I bid. your. Lordſhip 
heartily farewell, and am; 


My Lord, 
Your Lorcſhips mcſt affeionate Fiiend 
Lambeth-houſe, and Brother, 
May the 7th, 
1670, GILBERT CANT 
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of Copy of a Letter from the Archdeacon of Lincoln, tothe ſeveral 
| Pariſhes within bis Furiſdilion. 
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I-have received a Command: from my Lord: Biſhop of Lincoln, to 
diſperſe Copies of the preceding Letter, to the ſeveral Pariſhes with- 
in the Juriſdi&ion-of the Arch-Deaconry.of Lizcoly, In purſuance 
therefore of. his Loxdfinps Order, ſend this. to-you; "'Earneſhy. de- 
i:ing you-to take eſpecial regard-to perform whatſoever is therein 
required of you, cither in your own Perſon, or relating to your Pari« 
Gmoners.. . And how you ſhall diſcharge your :duty therein, I (hall 
expect an acconnt at the next Viſitation.. Iam. ' 


Your very loving-Friend and Brothier, ' 
Jane 7; 
3670. F (4#LEY, Archidiae, Lineels; 
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Some Aniimad verſrons uport the foregoing Letter. 


'T hath. been ſome matter of Wonder, to many ſober and impartial 
men, to ſee that Goſpel Liberty, which our Lord Chriſt bath pur- 
chaſed for all his Followers, and which in this-Nation, by many re- 
markable Providences, and ſad Rebukes, God hath been working 
(as it were out of the fire) on the behalf of big Innocent ard Miſtaken 
People, and which for ſome years they have been in a pexceable and 
undifturbed poſſefſron of ( to the Univerſal ſatisfaRtion of all, that 
without prejudice have obſerved their carriage) ſhould now lately of 
s ſudden,and without any provocation given, be raviſh:d from them; 
and an Mit of Violence contrived and execured againſt them, in ſd 
precipitate and futious a manner, that (together with their undoubted 
"Liberty as Chriſtians) their known Common Rights as Engliſh-men and 
Free-born, ate forcibly taken away ; and they, in their Perſons and 
ERates, are expoſed to the utmoſt rapine and malice of all that aie 
willing to deſtroy and devour them ;, as if meer difference of opivion 
had made them the vileſt of Malefa&ors, and, for that, they were 
utterly to be excluded, from the relief of Pity'as well as of Proteftion; 
" After.many conjeRures about the Riſe and ProjzRion'of this Miſ. 
chievons Device, it hath pleaſed God ( whlio will not ſuffer the Au- 
thors of Iniquity to lie 16ng concealed ) to bring it now to light: 
And in this Letter;( Reader) thou ſeeſt who they are that are called 
upon to reſoyce; £4 more particularly ſenſible of the grod providence of God Preface, 
therein, and who ate earneſily defied, ro execute it with urmolt Ri- | 
gor, conſidering the abundant Care 'and Proviſions that Aft contains for Par, 5. 
their, Advantage + And theſe are no leſs perſons, thin, The Right 
1erend Fathers in God, our very good Lords, the Lord B:ſrps: Per- 
fons whoſe Names and Titles, as they are in this L2cter given to them, 
the S;ripture is utterly unaquainted: with ;* and: yet they daily boaſt 
of their Pedigree, and cry out, as the Jews did of old, The Church; 
the Church ! But by no means will chey be prevailed with to tell us, 
what they mean by the Church; or who is their Father : only we are 
ſure, that God is not ; fince they have (o little reſemblance ro the 
Humility, Patience, Condeſcention avd Meekyeſs of the Lord Chrift. hig 
Sar. 
Though theſe may be accounted Hirſh words, yet we defire they 
may be weighed; for we are ſure we need go-no further than this 
wives Letter 
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Letter, to juftifie onrfelves in ufing them ; Behold-here the Chief of 

the Biſhoy's Order,an Arch-Biſhop ; one who is in'Name.s Chriſtian, in 

profeſſion 4 Proteſtant, yet ſo:wholly upconcerhed, inteither of theſe, 

that throughout bis whole Letter, in marrers of the greiteſt concern- 

ment, he makes no ment10n at.all of the Name of Chriſt, ( as if he 

knew be had nothing at all todo with him ; butwere wholly, as in- 

deed he is, an 4pocryphal Officer,) And likewiſe, altogether paſſing by 

the Papiſts (as if no Law had ever been made againſt thetn,or they hadl 

left off to be dangerous) . He only fixes a ChazaRter of Odium upon 

bis . Proteſtant Brethren ; To perſecute and oppoſe theſe, he calls « 

reface, Pious and Bleſſed work, and is ſo far from bewailing the Calamity thar 

is likely to be brought upon ttiem, and upon the whole Nation for the 

Injuries done to then, that he ſtirs up All to belpit forward, and te 

Joyn with him in this odious and for ever to be abhorred Imployment. 

All-which, though we might aſcribe to Gu/bert Shelden,and mike it his 

perſonal miſcarriage, (.of whom we can ſay, and are ready to prove, ſe 

That hi too little Learning hath made him thus mad ) yet we will fix 

this Violence rather, upon (according to his own Riile) Gilbert Cart, | 

@r, (to ſpeak out his Title in words at length ) Glbert Archbiſhop of | y, 

Canterbury ; Who being (as ſuch and in tbat capacity ) ne. 4. ereatare fre 

of God's makzng, nor any part of a Dye Ordinance, . thuſt anſwer Þr 1 

Darkneſs of his Ociginal, fince. tbe ſame evil. Spirit which beget 

Pride in any, doth likewiſe inſtil and dire unto Cionlity, by which = 

that Pride may be maintained and upheld. =o 

. Concerning this Prelates Pride, beſides his Intolerable Title (which | gy 

is no ſmall part of that Name of Blaſphemy, which is more fully a6d _ 

at large written upon his Father, the Pope's forehead ) what ated ; 

any other Argument to prove it by, than the baſe_and contemiptibie 

ſtile he uſeth to thoſe, whom (What ever we think of them ) yet he 

| owneth as Miniſters of Chriſt ? The Apoſtle Peter calls thoſe be writes 

' to, Elders, and himſelf their fellow-Elder, x Pet.5.1, But this Arch. 

*l biſhop being io a higher elevarion, and tranſcendent in bis Priviled- 

11 g28 to any Apoſtle, looks down with ſcorn upon his Bietbren, the 

i "Teachers of the Nation, and Parſons; Vicars, Curates is the belt lan- 

| ouage he can afford them. We wiſh thoſe poor deſpiſed men (many 

| of whom we hope ate only miſtaken 1n their way) would a little con. 
| fider what unworthy Bondage they are under, and what vile drudget 

| js 2£xaRed from them ; inſtead of being Goſpel- Preachers, they muſt 

i pow turn State-I»formers, andifet up an Inquiſition to rack and tor. 

|| ture their innocent Neighbours, whom it ſhould be their buſineſs' to 

| convert and ſave; It is indeed pritty (but too thin a covetibg at this 
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did it to prevent Luthir's Reformation ] and nowir is meerly 
"other words, to defive them bo pgs ts Uoarbing for 2 time, 
that they may play the Polves with*he bertefiteretce and greater 
advantage. | 1 | 
Ve may indeed be'excuſed if we ſeem to wohder, that he did nor 
(at leaſt for forms- ſake) defire his Curates to preach ſomewhat more 
frequently ; but we think it prudentlyforborn : for why ſhould thoſe 
who are fo-profeſſedly the Servants of max, be exborted ſo much to 
conttadia' themſelves, as to preach Chref the Lord? or upon what 
retence of Reaſon, -could this Arch. Biſhop require, that from others, 
which he hath ſo little care or skill to do himſelf > Paſſing by this 
@ver-ſight therefore ( wherein he is rightly Epiſcopal) as curyivg a 
go0d decorums with it, give us leave (Chriſtian Reader) to obſerve on- 
ly that we find him1g 7 ao terms, Without any figure, to call the Sur- 
plice and Hood 2 Pruftly 
of officiating at Divine Service, that ſo by their Ordered performance” of 
fo Holy a-work, they ay give honour to-God, and by their own example 
inftrutb rhe People of their Pariſhes, as they ought to teach them in their 
Diftrine, We hope he is ſerious, and if ſo, and theſe things he 
would indeed have thus highly efteemed ; we need no more to juſti- 
fie us. in our-continued refuſal, and utter abborrance of them : 
"For, to call any-kind of Gatments « Priefily Habjt ; to command. the, 
wearing of them, .48 conducing to the honour of God in his Worſhip; 
and'by-theſe t> thipk- to inſtru rhe People ( which is ro make them 
not only Significant, but teaching Ceremonies) This is to introduce the 
old Antiquated Fiwiſh Rites and Habits,. which were. tq be diſuſed 
with their Wor(byp: It is.to fill the Church of Chriſt with as many 
Inventions, under. pretence of Decency, as vain men are pleafed to 


deviſe,-and'wilful men-have power to impoſe ; and laſtly, it ito 

ender alt Qualifitations requiſite unto the Miniſtry, wholly uſeleſs : 

Pg , the Rtading Clerk. of every Paii(h, or:the Publick:Cryers, may do 
-that our Arch. requires, as Well 45 the ableft-and moft Learned 

Miniſter. 

It will be necefſiry, before we conclude; to wipe off that (ſander 

rewtth he reproacheth thoſe that joyn with = Nonconformiſts, 


alling them. Sedweed People; and their Teachers; Seditions, and ſolf- Par. 5; 
reking, In juſt indignation againſt 'which'bafe-zxnd unworthy Calum- 
wy, we ave this to ſay, That we land amazed that one, who enjoys: 
vr his own fingle ſhiare,.more than would w211 maintain ao bundieT 
le Ptcachers with theic Faqgilies ;. 42d- yet never” did, nor can do 
; | »y 


[Pope Par. 3; 


abit, enjoyning all to wear them in the time Par, 3, 
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